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“Soar with
faith”

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

—Proverbs 22:6



MISSION STATEMENT

Star City Christian Academy exists to glorify God, lead children into a personal
relationship with Him, and help them reach their full academic potential.

VISION STATEMENT

Star City Christian Academy strives to serve students and families by providing a high
quality education in a small, Christian setting, led by licensed, experienced teachers. We
envision students developing a love for God, for learning, and for others as they
experience self-paced learning, hands-on activities, real world applications, and tie
everything back to the foundation: the Word of God.

PURPOSE

Star City Christian Academy offers an alternative to public school and traditional
homeschool. SCCA is a micro-school, which blends the experience of highly qualified
public school teachers, directing student learning using rigorous curriculum, in small
classes, and with a flexible schedule.

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY

Star City Christian Academy admits students of any race, color, nationality, or ethnic
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities permitted or made available to
students in the school. It does not discriminate based on race, color, nationality, or ethnic
origin in administration of educational policies, admissions policies, or clubs/other
programs.

CONDUCT ADMITTANCE POLICY

While Star City Christian Academy does not require students or families to hold a
particular faith/religion, this is a Christian school, which is based on biblical principles.
Scripture is very clear that all persons are born as a male or female. Therefore, students
will not be permitted to attend SCCA who profess any sort of sexually immoral or openly
sinful lifestyle including but not limited to: promiscuity, homosexuality, transgenderism, or
cross-dressing. Students will also not be permitted to attend SCCA who consume alcohol,
use drugs, smoke, vape, or are involved in any unlawful activity. —Ephesians 5:3-7

PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

All children are unique and must have a stimulating environment where they can grow
academically, emotionally, physically, socially, and spiritually. SCCA provides a safe
environment where students are invited to share their ideas and take risks. Students should
be able to have choices and let their curiosity direct their learning and pacing. Children
develop and learn at different speeds and in different ways. Our bodies were not created to
sit in chairs, in silence, for most of a day. We learn best with movement, nature, safety, and
real-world challenges when given the right tools and opportunities.



SAFETY

SCCA follows fire safety codes, conducts regular drills for fires, lockdowns, and weather, and
has a monthly fire safety inspection. After the morning assembly, all exterior exits will be
locked. All visitors will be required to come through the office. In the case of emergencies,
parents will be updated through Facebook or by phone.

ATTENDANCE

Students learn best when they are present! Students are expected to attend school and be on time.
SCCA operates Monday-Thursday, so please try to schedule appointments for Fridays, if
possible. Doors open at 7:30 am, classes begin at 8:00 am and dismissal is at 3:00 pm. If a
student is absent due to illness, we ask that a parent send a note with the reason upon his return,
or a doctor’s or dentist’s note for it to be recorded as an excused absence. All other absences will
be recorded as unexcused. In cases of repeated absences, a conference will be held with the
family. Chronically late pick ups will result in a family conference and possible additional
charges for childcare. Late check-ins and early check-outs need to go through the office.

Students who are repeatedly tardy for class will be required to have a parent conference. Students
with poor attendance or consistent tardies will be red-flagged for future re-enrollment.

STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN OTHER DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

According to HB 1633, students are allowed to participate in public schools for sports and
extracurricular activities with enrollment through the district (please refer to the bill for
specifics). It is the parents responsibility to communicate with the district. SCCA will not be
responsible for the relationship between your student and SCSD. SCCA will provide
transportation as a courtesy for your student on the days we are in session. SCCA and SCSD
instructional days may not align. If your student will miss a day at SCCA due to activities, it is
your responsibility to communicate with the SCCA teacher. If your student participates at
SCSD, it is your responsibility to communicate with the individual school and/or your student's
teacher for absences or any other issues that may arise.

DISCIPLINE

SCCA prioritizes positive reinforcement and encouragement to motivate students and to build a
sense of responsibility; however, we also believe school is a safe place to learn consequences.
Minor consequences might include a private talk with the teacher, loss of a privilege (like
walking a few minutes during recess), or a written reflection. Depending on the nature and
severity of the behavior, parents may be involved in addressing the issue, potentially through
conversations or meetings with the teacher. We have a zero-tolerance policy for violence and
bullying. Depending on the offense, disciplinary measures may include, but are not limited to:

A verbal warning, discussion with the student, loss of privileges, walking at recess, loss of field
trip privilege, parent contact, written reflection, parent meeting, or expulsion.



A record of disciplinary actions related to each student will be kept in the administrator’s office
and parents will be asked to review it during conferences. This does not include verbal warnings.

The following consequences are not supported by research to be effective, so they will not be
used by staff at SCCA:

—We do not use writing repetitive sentences as a consequence.

—We do not have In School Suspension.

Escalating Consequences: Continued or severe offenses could lead to a referral for a different
educational setting. This includes behaviors such as, but not limited to: bullying, violence,
weapons, smoking, vapes, drugs, alcohol, porn, repeated foul language, insubordination,
disrespect towards others, destruction of property, exposing other students to inappropriate
materials.

CURRICULUM

We focus on personalized learning, hands-on-approaches, small group instruction, self-paced
progress, and we use high quality, accredited curriculum. This includes Arkansas State
Standards, Abeka, and supplemental materials.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Positive personal conduct and engagement in the learning environment, including attending
classes, completing assignments, respecting self, others, and property, and following school
policies. Students who have been absent are responsible for asking for and completing their
missing work in a timely manner (two days per day absent; can be dealt with on a case-by-case.)

HOMEWORK
Homework will be at the discretion of the teacher, based on grade and need.

In general, elementary students will receive about 10 minutes of reinforcement activities each
day, which includes studying their spelling words, memorizing their verse, math practice, and
reading. Students who do not complete in class assignments may also be required to finish it at
home. Some children might need extra practice or help at home. Your teacher will reach out if
this is the case.

In general, middle school students will not have homework, but will need to study for their
weekly spelling test, verse test, and read their AR books. They might also bring work home if
they need to study for a test, complete a project, finish what they did not finish in class, or
complete missing work from an absence.



PARENT INVOLVEMENT

At SCCA, parent involvement is required. Studies have shown that students with

involved parents are more likely to have better attendance, higher grades, and better social skills.
Every parent will be required to sign up to help with an event during Orientation. Families are
invited to participate in our daily morning assemblies. You may come eat lunch with your child
at any time. You are invited to our chapel services. Parents are welcome to host classroom
parties, attend field trips, volunteer during the school day, lead a lesson in a field of expertise,
help with fundraisers, help with projects, etc. The goal is to create a partnership where the school
and families work together to support the holistic development of students. After the morning
assembly, we require all guests on campus to enter through the office door and sign in. Any
parent who would like to volunteer on a regular basis will need to provide a background check to
the school office for our records. Parents are expected to play their role in their child’s education
by checking Thursday folders, assisting with homework daily, communicating regularly with
teachers, initialing reading logs or planners, and keeping up with projects and studying (spelling
and verse weekly), and participating in school events. Families who do not show involvement in
their child’s education will be red-flagged for re-enrollment.

HOLIDAYS

All regular holidays will be recognized and celebrated at SCCA. We will embrace all the fun and
history of secular holidays as well as focus on the truth of Christian holidays. This includes
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas (we will have a visit from Santa), New Year’s, Valentine’s
Day, Easter (there will be a Bunny), etc. If your family does not celebrate a particular holiday, or
wants to exclude the secular part of the holiday, please advise your child’s teacher. (For example,
if you don’t do Santa or costumes.) We can let you know when that party is, and your child may
stay home without it being counted as an absence.

GRADES

Grades will not be linked to behaviors in any way. Grades show a child’s mastery of a particular
skill and nothing more. Bonus points will not be given for positive behaviors such as parent
signatures, selling fundraiser tickets, or turning in extra paperwork. Zeros or deductions to grades
will not be given as a consequence for behaviors.

Our grading system uses the traditional percent system for all classes:
90-100: A

80-89: B

70-79: C

60-69: D

0-59: F

Assignments that are not turned in will result in a zero.



RETAKE POLICY

Elementary K-5th: Students will correct all assessments and classwork during the school day.
They are given partial to full credit back for corrections. Students may also correct work at home
and return it with a parent signature.

Middle School 6th-8th: Students are encouraged to correct all assessments and classwork at
school or at home for half credit back. Tests may only be corrected at school. Classwork may be
corrected at home.

High School 9th-12th: Occasionally, students may be asked to correct assignments or
assessments in return for partial credit. However, make up exams and re-take exams may be a
different version than that used during the scheduled exam. As a rule, students will not be
allowed to re-take assessments.

LATE WORK POLICY
Each teacher will communicate his/her own late work policy.
FIELD TRIPS

Field Trips are not free days. They are instructional days, just at a different location. Therefore,
field trips are not optional.

*HAExSCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

SCCA provides the following services that do not replace the care a student should receive from
a regular physician or clinic:

* Basic first aid * Administration of certain medications * Referrals to emergency and other care
in the event that an injury or other condition requires a service we are unable to provide. *
Prevention and containment of communicable diseases by ensuring all students are immunized in
accordance with Arkansas laws and regulation * Informing SCCA of any medical conditions
or concerns about your child(ren)’s health; « Making sure SCCA has accurate, up-to-date
emergency contact information; + Completing and promptly submitting the authorization form
for administering medications along with any medications * Please Note: No medication will be
administered at school in the absence of a complete, approved Authorization to Administer
Medication form.

In the event that a parent requests that a student take medication during the school day, including
but not limited to administering an asthma inhaler or Epi-Pen, please follow these procedures: 1.
The Authorization for Administering Medication form must be completed by the parent or
guardian. 2. The Authorization for Administering Medication form must also be completed by
the physician. 3. The complete Authorization for Administering Medication form must be on file
at school before the medication can be administered at school. 4. The medication must be in the
original labeled container as dispensed or in the manufacturer’s labeled container. The label must
contain the student’s name, name of the medication and directions for use and date. 5. Parents or
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other authorized adults must transport medications and medical supplies to and from school and
all medications and medical supplies must be given to the school office.

If your child takes daily medication at school and runs out of a prescription, they may not
return to school until that prescription is filled and given to the office.

FINANCES

Registration: $25 per student; no more than $50 per family; due at the time of
interview/acceptance or re-enrollment.

Tuition: $7,208 per year, per student

e It is our goal at Star City Christian Academy that ALL families are able to attend our
school if the Lord leads them here. All residents of Arkansas have access to the EFA
scholarship to cover tuition.

EFA Scholarships: SCCA staff will help you apply for and submit your EFA funds to the school
to cover the cost of tuition.

Cash Students may pay annually, which is due before the first day of school, quarterly, which is
due at the same time as the EFA payments, or monthly (Aug-June). Checks only.

Students are required to bring their own sack lunches daily or purchase a school lunch for $4.
Students whose lunch bill exceeds $20 will not be able to eat school lunch until it’s paid for.

Students are required to cover the costs of field trips throughout the year.
All fees must be paid in full before end of year report cards and ceremonies occur.
Should a student withdraw from SCCA, our office will calculate what to refund to Classwallet.

Students who are not picked up by 3:15 pm will be sent to our After School Program at a
cost of $10 per student per day.

COMMUNICATION

Email will be the best way to reach individual staff members. Please do not call or text personal
cell phones. You may email the school, call the school office, visit the website, Facebook Page,
your child’s Google Classroom, or your Child’s Class Dojo to find information. Weekly
newsletters will also be sent home every Thursday. Parents are required to check their child’s
Thursday folder weekly.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

School closings will primarily follow the SCSD and will be posted on Facebook.



DRESS CODE

The school dress code applies to all school functions, field trips, and events. We expect our
students to represent our school modestly and appropriately. All shorts, dresses, and skirts must
be at least finger tip length with arms at the side. No pajamas/slippers. No inappropriate
messaging (drugs, alcohol, violence, gangs, sexual innuendos, foul language, symbols that
represent unbiblical standards, etc.) If tights are worn as pants, the shirt must completely cover
the gluteus maximus! No spaghetti straps. Nothing see-through. No sagging. No bandanas, hats,
sunglasses, or costumes except on special days that will be advertised. Students may wear
sunglasses and hats at recess outside. We do not want to inhibit a child’s ability to express his
personality through his appearance. However, if hair styles, make up, piercings, etc. begin to
create a distraction to learning, we will have a conference with the family to see how we can
scale back. If a child comes to school and the staff deem his outfit to be inappropriate, we will try
to correct it quietly. For example, turn the shirt inside-out or put on a field trip T-Shirt over it. If
that is not possible, we will call a parent to bring a change of clothes. Repeated dress code
violations will result in a family conference. We will wear SCCA T-Shirts for field trips.

TECHNOLOGY

Students will use chromebooks for building and practicing math and literacy skills, research for
class assignments, and in-school communication. Students may not use chromebooks (including
personal devices) for games, videos, music, or private communication while at school. In some
special cases, a teacher may allow music or games as a reward. Repeated violations will result in
a family conference. Students must sign the technology form to be able to use a school
chromebook. Refer to the technology agreement for costs associated with damage.

BULLYING

Bullying shall be defined as repetitive, intentional harassment, humiliation, ridicule, defamation,
or threat or incitement of violence by a student against another student by a written, verbal,
electronic, or physical act that causes or creates actual or reasonably foreseeable harm,
substantial interference with a student’s education, a hostile educational environment, or
substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the school or educational environment.

If your child believes he has been bullied, please report it to the school administrators
immediately. It will be investigated promptly and a conference will be held with those involved.

CONFERENCES

You may request a conference at any time with your child’s teacher or the school administrators.
We will hold two mandatory parent conferences to provide report cards, behavior reports, and
showcase work and accomplishments.

If there is a question or problem, please first speak to the teacher. If you cannot resolve it, please
reach out to an administrator. Lori Ottley supervises K-5th and Rebecca McGee supervises



6th-12th. Call the office at (870) 370-4640. Please remember we are all human and in need of
Grace! We might mess up, but we will try to make it right. Let’s work together to problem solve!

SEARCH AND SEIZE

To protect the school environment, SCCA administrators have the right to search and seize
students’ backpacks, bags, purses, and other belongings on school grounds, including vehicles
driven by students.

CELL PHONES

Students do not need a cell phone while at school at SCCA. They have access to the school office
phone, if needed. Students may have a cell phone in a backpack/bag/teacher caddy. It must be
powered off at all times while on campus. If you are caught using a cell phone, or it goes off
during class, the following will occur:

e st Offence: Cell phone turned into the teacher. Student may pick it up at the end of the
day.

e 2nd Offence: Cell phone turned into the office. Parent may pick it up at the end of the
day. Written reflection during recess.

e 3rd Offence: Cell phone turned into the office. Parent may pick it up after a conference
with an administrator. Written reflection during recess.

K-5th may not bring devices on field trips, unless they are with a parent. 6th-12th may
bring a device on field trips, as long as it is used appropriately.

PERSONAL ITEMS

If a student brings a personal item to play with at recess, use for a show and tell, or use
for a fidget, SCCA is not responsible for the damage or loss of that item.

PATRIOTISM

SCCA values patriotism and pride in our country. Students will be required to stand
during the Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem during morning assemblies.
Students will be required to stand out of respect during the pledge to the Christian flag
and Bible during morning assemblies.

OWNERSHIP

SCCA retains ownership of all curriculum and technology bought with tuition should a
student leave the school. All withdrawals must go through the school office.

CLUBS

All school behavioral expectations apply during club meetings, field trips, and other
school related events.



RIGHT TO AMEND

Star City Christian Academy reserves the right to make, amend, or prescribe rules and policies
for any other unforeseen problems that may arise at any time during the school year.

FORMS
The remainder of this handbook consists of forms you will sign after reading. They include:

Handbook Agreement

Emergency Information Sheet

Medical Form

Photography/Video Release Form

Liability Form for Van/Personal Vehicle Transportation/Field Trips
Chromebook/Internet Use Agreement

Financial Agreement

NV AW -



HANDBOOK AGREEMENT

I have read the Star City Christian Academy 2026-2027 Handbook and agree that I am familiar
with and understand the school’s policies, procedures, expectations, and consequences. I agree to
abide by those standards. I understand that failure to follow the handbook may result in
expulsion.

Student Name: Date:

Student Signature:

Parent Name: Date:

Parent Signature:

Mailing Address: Primary Phone Number:

Physical Address (if different): Secondary Phone Number:
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EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Student Name: DOB: Grade:

Parent Name: Contact:

Parent Name: Contact:

Email:

Siblings at SCCA:

Additional Emergency Contact: Phone:

Additional Emergency Contact: Phone:

ALLERGIES:

MEDICAL ISSUES:

LEGAL ISSUES:

CHECK-OUT: The following people have permission to check my child in and out of school:
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MEDICAL RELEASE

Student: Date of Birth: Grade: Teacher:

Physician name: Physician telephone:

Physician address:

Parents are responsible for providing all information needed for the proper administration of
medications. A confirmation of current medications to be administered during school hours must
be made or renewed at the beginning of each school year. Whenever there is a new medication to
be administered or a change in a current prescription, the parent/guardian must complete a new
form and provide the new prescription in its original container with the label intact, if applicable.
Medication administration is done as a courtesy to our families; therefore, SCCA retains the right
to reject any request for medication administration for any nondiscriminatory reason or to
terminate such medication administration with notice to the parent or guardian. Staff members
will administer first aid when needed. SCCA may also administer medications which include but
are not limited to OTC creams,antiseptic, benadryl, tylenol, ibuprofen and tums. Any medicine
given will be communicated with the parent by phone or note.

Please circle- I WILL or WILL NOT allow SCCA to administer OTC medication which
include but are not limited to OTC creams, antiseptic, benadryl, tylenol, ibuprofen and tums.

Parent signature

Release of Liability

I understand that the personnel who administer the above medications may not be medically
trained and may not be able to identify possible negative reactions or administer the medication
properly despite their best efforts. I assume any and all risks associated with school personnel
administering medication to my child, including but not limited to injury to my child, overdose,
loss or waste of the medication, or improper administration. Knowing the risks, and in
consideration of school personnel administering the medication as requested and authorized
herein, I for myself, my child, and our personal representatives, heirs and assigns, do hereby hold
harmless, release and covenant not to sue SCCA from all claims or liabilities.

Signature of Parent or Guardian: Date:

Medication/Medications name:

Dosage: Time:

Purpose for medication:
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PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO RELEASE FORM

SCCA maintains a website, Facebook Page, and other Social Media platforms for the purposes of
informing families of what’s going on at the school. We will post pictures and videos of activities
and field trips on a regular basis. Please check one and sign below.

My child may be photographed and videoed and the images may be used on SCCA
online platforms.

My child MAY NOT be photographed and videoed.

Student Name: Grade:

Parent Signature: Date:

VAN/PERSONAL VEHICLE TRANSPORTATION/FIELD TRIP LIABILITY FORM

SCCA will transport students using our school van as well as staff vehicles and parent volunteer
vehicles.

I give permission for my child, , to be
transported in the school van or a personal vehicle as needed for activities, outings, and field
trips. I will not hold SCCA, SCCA staff, or any parent volunteer driver liable for any accidents. |
agree that SCCA staff and parent volunteer chaperones may seek emergency medical attention
for my child as needed. This liability waiver is good for one academic year and includes all

driving activities in that school year.

Parent Signature: Date:

Parent Printed Name:
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TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT

Students will be assigned a chromebook to use for the school year. They will have a school email
account. They will be included in a Google Classroom and or Class Dojo. They will use online
programs for skill practice and development in Literacy and Math. They will track Reading
points and books in an online program. They will use the internet for research and Google
programs for school assignments and projects. For enrichment, students may participate in
coding programs or videography projects. Students at SCCA agree to the following:

1. Students may use a personal device instead of a school Chromebook. However, the
school is not responsible for loss or damages. All usage rules apply.

2. Chromebooks will be used for school related activities only.

Chromebooks will be used carefully, to prevent damage.

4. Students will use the internet and all programs for school related activities and research

[98)

only.

5. If a teacher allows students free time on Chromebooks, or allows them to listen to music,
students will access school appropriate content.

6. Students may not open or view music or videos that include:

Foul language, sexual content, nudity, weapons, violence, gang related material, bullying,
or content that is not biblical.

7. Students may only use their school email on the chromebooks and may only
communicate for approved purposes (no emailing back and forth with a buddy during
class).

8. Lost or damaged chromebooks will be the financial responsibility of the student’s parents
to repair or replace.

9. Students may not download programs onto the Chromebooks.

10. If students misuse chromebooks or the internet in any way, consequences will include:

e First offense—verbal warning
e Second offense—written reflection/loss of recess time
e Third offense—written reflection/loss of recess time/parent conference

Repeated or severe cases of misuse may result in the loss of chromebook privileges.

I have read and understand the technology and internet usage expectations of SCCA. I agree to
abide by them and accept the above consequences if I do not.

Student Name: Date:

Student Signature:

Parent Name: Date:

Parent Signature:
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FINANCIAL AGREEMENT

I agree to pay Star City Christian Academy $7,208 annually for tuition. I understand I am also
responsible for:

A $25 registration fee per child, up to $50 per family.
A daily sack lunch for my child or $4 per lunch.
Beginning of year school supply list for my child.
Field trip expenses throughout the school year.

Field trip shirt for $10.

I agree to use EFA funds as soon as they are deposited on a quarterly basis, as I am notified by
the school.

If I am a cash student, I agree to pay annually, quarterly, or monthly.
Annually—$7,208 due before the first day of school

Quarterly—$1,802 due the same dates as EFA schedule; will be notified
Monthly—$655.27 August-June, due by the 20th of each month.
Checks only; make payable to Star City Christian Academy.

Failure to make payments in a timely manner may result in removal from SCCA.

I have read, understand, and agree to my financial responsibilities to SCCA.

Parent Signature: Date:

Parent Name:

Student Name:
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2026-2027 SCCA School Calendar
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